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Week 16: Light Has Dawned 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus begins his ministry, and “light has dawned” (v.16). We learn that 

John the Baptist is arrested. The one who prepared the way for Jesus has 

entered his last days. Whether or not Jesus knew that John would be killed, 

he probably sensed that it was his time. When John was removed from his 

ministry, Jesus began his. John passed the torch to Jesus, and “light has 

dawned” (v.16).  

 When “dawn” is used as a verb, it means “the beginning or rise of 

something…to begin to grow light…to open or develop…to begin to be 

perceived. Here, it is used as a past participle, part of a verb phrase that 

indicates that it has already happened. The beginning of something new, a 

new age, has already begun. We could interpret this to mean that light has 

dawned through Christ’s birth, through creation (as John 1 proclaims the 

light of the world was in the beginning), through the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 



prophecy, through the proclamation of the gospel to the Gentiles, or through 

the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  

However you interpret it, Jesus brings light into people’s darkness. 

Just as my favorite Martin Luther King, Jr quote says, “Darkness cannot 

drive out darkness; only light can do that.” Darkness can be interpreted in 

many ways, just as light can manifest in many ways. This passage says that 

Jesus’s ministry brought light through the proclamation of the gospel and by 

curing forms of darkness such as “disease and sickness” (v.23). Jesus also 

brings light to his first disciples by calling them to follow him, giving them 

purpose, understanding, and the opportunity to know Jesus. That had to 

bring light to their lives. All are forms of light that has dawned through 

Jesus. What forms of darkness are in your life right now? Where do you need 

the light of Christ? 

 

Reflection questions: 

In the photo above, where do you see yourself? Where do you see Jesus? 

What forms of darkness are in your life right now?  

Where do you need the light of Christ? 

What light is dawning in your life? 

How or to whom can you show Jesus as the light? 

 


